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HIGH-SCORING SCRABBLE
 
JEFF GRANT 
Hastings. New Zealand 
In the November 1974 issue of Word Ways, Ralph Beaman presented 
a theoretical Scrabble game in which the players co-operate to amass a 
remarkable 4142 points. By extensive modifications to this solution, I 
have been able to achieve a total of 4207 points, using only 99 tiles, as 
in a legal game. Letters with an asterisk represent blank tiles. 
J A C K P U D D I N G H 0 0 D 
A V 0 U R N E E N 
M E 
A D'~ 
N I 
T S 
F I G W 0 B 
P*R E Q U A L I F Y I N G E 
A R U I L 
V I A S L 
E A T E 0 
S T E D W 
T I E 
R 0 I T K L E. T R 
B E N Z 0 X Y C A M P H 0 R S 
For those who don I t mind the last tile (A) being used, it can be added 
to JAMfor a further 14 points. The moves are: 
Score Lette rs Words Formed 
114 AFILQUY qualify (bonus) 
27 GIN qualifying 
27 E equalifying 
28 R requa1ifying 
84 
* 
prequalifying 
11 U qu 
122 AAEINTT antiquate (bonus) 
88 AEERSTV ravestre (bonus) 
3 D ed 
60 EEILOTT roitelet (bonus) 
117 AFIINRT fe riation, £i, aru, via, eat, sted, ti, en (bonus) 
20 OX to, ox, ex 
18 Y oxy, ly 
6 AM ta, am 
7 P amp 
10 G 
16 IS 
125 EEIl 
4 U 
9 DE 
82 AEN 
13 AC 
4 M 
4 IN 
4 G 
1348 DDH 
19 OW 
106 BEE 
13 R 
1718 BCH 
4207 
The words be 
ravestre and 
and gu and iz 
ar e take n fro 
or Third Edit 
In the Ma' 
point single-r 
a few furthe r 
points: 
P 
R 
o 
V 
E 
R 
B 
Moves: 1. er 
id, ge 7. itm, 
9. seage, ati 
14. ox, eo 15 
20. vagabond 
ew 23. jinnyr 
hors (1593) , ] 
e rmaniac (84) 
+ 50-point bon 
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10 G fig, gu 
16 IS guis, arui, vias 
125 EEIPRS';' predisguised, ad, ni, ts, eate (bonus) 
4 U pu 
9 DE pud, de 
82 AENNOUV avourneen, un (bonus) 
13 AC ac, av, co 
4 M am 
4 IN in, in 
4 G ing 
Lan pre sented 
e to amass a 
5 solution, I 
99 tiles, as 
tiles. 
1348 
19 
106 
13 
1718 
4207 
DDHJKOO 
OW 
BEELLOW 
R 
BCHORSZ 
jackpuddinghood, jam, ku, de (bonus) 
wg, wo 
bellowe , wob (bonus) 
bellower 
benzoxycamphors, iz, ec, bellowers (bonus) 
The words bellow, eate (eat), ec (eke) , ed, equalifying, guis, ku, 
ravestre and wg (ug) can be found in the Oxfo rd English Di ctionary, 
and gu and iz (us) in the English Dialect Dictionary. All other words 
are taken from eithe r Webster I s New International Dictionary, Second 
or Thi rd Editions. 
In the May 1979 is sue of Wor d Ways I modified Ron Jerome 1 s 1961­
point single- move Scrabble score, adding another point to it. By making 
a few further alterations I have been able to push the score up to 1965 
points; 
S J 
Q I 
D U V N 
E A A N 
E L N G y 
3.n be added II I D F A R S E A*G E D 0 L B I 
P T T H':' R E E 0 0 C 
R A I T M 0 W I N K 
0 T F A E D S 
V U U N R A H 
E I L 1. E G A 
R 0 U T E L A I T I E W 
B E N Z 0 X y C AM P H 0 R S 
Moves: 1. er 2. squander 3. squandermania 4. three 5. eln 6. ligh, 
id, ge 7. itmo, ti, light, eo 8. delightfull, du, ea, fa, un, Ii, la 
9. seage, ati 10. statuit 11. route 12. prover 13. en, oe, un 
14. ox, eo 15. lai 16. amp, ia 17. dol, de 18. floweret 19. wink 
20. vagabond 21. vagabondage 22. rickshaw, ar, bi, oc, ds, ah, ga, 
ti, en (bonus) ew 23. jinnyrickshaw, vn, an, gy 24. tiew, io 25. benzoxycamp­hors (1593), proverb (42), statuitz (27), delightfully (19), squand­
ermaniac (84) , £lowereth (22) , vagabondager (20) , jinnyrickshaws (108) 
+ 50- point bonus::: 1965 points. 
New words include ati, dol, ge, itmo and lai from Webster' s Sec­
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ond Edition, ds from Webster's Third, and delightfull ( 1569 quotation 
under' delightful' ) , eln (ell) , eo (you) , ia (yea) , ligh, seage, stat­
uit(z (statute), and vn (c1400 quotation under 'on l , prep. 14) , all 
from the OED. 
Maybe the time has corne to look for a better base word than BENZ­
OXYCAMPHORS. Has anyone managed to unearth a legitimate citation 
from SESQUIOXIDIZING yet? Or is there J pe rhaps, another high­
scoring chemicail term hidden away in an obscure technical dictionary J 
something like BENZ YLHYDROXIDE, for example? 
BRA IN G.A MES 
Will Shortz needs nC) introduction to Word Ways readers: 
the autho r of two lengthy article s on British and Arne rican 
wordplay of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, he more 
recently (May 1979) was the Kickshaws guest editor. As his 
choice of Kickshaws topics demonstrated, puzzling is his first 
love J and Brain Game s: 175 Mind- Bogglin Puzzle s (Simon &. 
Schuste r, 1979; 4.95 pape rback) well demonstrate s his ve r­
satility and ingenuity in this field. No tame collection of cross­
words, double-crostics or cryptograms, these puzzles view 
words in all their guises: as collections of letters to manipu­
late J as sequences of phonemes, and as carriers of meaning. 
A few samples: 
* Fill in the blanks with three consecutive letters of the alpha­
bet to form words: A---AN, ---EAT (fgh, def)
* Pseudo-comparatives and - superlatives: cry of pain, time, 
remove (ow, hour, oust)
* Starting with QUIRK, change one letter at a time and end up 
with different letters in each position in five steps 
(qui rt, quire, quite, suite, spite, spate)
* Find a nine-letter word with the letters ABCDE in order in 
it (ABsConDEd) 
:;<	 Find a five-lette r wo rd which fits all three meanings: free­
dom' correct, direction (right)
* Find the spoonergram lor: rabbit communication, part of 
the elbow; alcohol fo r dog, February 2 animal 
(bunny phone, funny bone; hound grog, ground hog) 
WORD - F 
PHILIP M. 
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